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DOES SD(.ED IMPROVE STUDENTACHIEVMENT? M
Do you know why public schools began teaching sex-education? Lagging student achievement.

In the mid-1960s, scientific research concluded that lagging student achievement was

occurring because students were unable to find relevance between public school curriculum

and their life. So educators theorized that adding subjects like sex-education, driver

education, career education-and other soft curricula*would offer the relevancy needed to

improve student achievement. tll

In 2005 Mexico lost more jobs to China than the U.S. did.t2l The reason I point this out, is that

the economic race Americans & Montanans are competing in is global. It isn't personal. It
isn't a conspiracy. It's the 21"1century. A company can hire a blue collar laborer in some

developing nations for under $5.00 a day and thereby raise that family to middle class status.

That's good. Nations with a strong middle class are far less likely to go to war or riot.

$5.00 a day is an annual ineome of about $1,200-$1,500 per year. The cost of living for these

nations'is a fraction of the cost to live in the U.S. and that gives them the competitive edge

over blue collar and unskilled labor. If Montanans are to compete globally, we must either

reduce our cost of living to compete with those nations or we must deliver 21"t century goods

& services of a caliber that justifies our current cost of living standard.

Let's put global economics in its proper perspective. America's proportionate share of the 6.8

billion world population is less than 5%. China accounts for nearly 20% and India is accounts

for 11% of our world population.tal China and India value education highly.

Since the mid-1960s, achievement in America has plummeted. For 50 years student

achievement has declined. Among top technologically advanced nations, American l5-year

olds now rank in the bottom third in science literacy. In mathematics 23 of 29 nations

outperform U.S. studenlsltal Nations of high student achievers have had a longer school day

and a longer school year than Montana for decades. So every minute of every hour at Helena

Public Schools counts.
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50 years is more than enough time to demonstrate that sex education and other soft

curricula do not provide the relevancy needed to improve student achievement. The 7OO%

increase in prison incarceration since the 1970s is one more indicator that too many

Americans are failing to get an education that will yield a job with a cost of living wage.lsl

Educating our youth is an issue of economic security, both individually and nationally. If
you want civil peace in America, teach our children how to get a 2I"t century job that will
pay the rent. Children depend upon a public school curriculum that will enable them to

receive a zl"t century education so they can compete in a global job market.

Since the mid-1960s, sex-education has been driving wedges between parents and educators

just like the controversy Helena frnds itself embroiled in. Parents feel increasingly

disenfranchised from their children's education. Thev don't feel their voice matters. It does.

Scientific research has found that student achievement is most likely to improve when

parents actively participate in their children's schools.trl Educators need to stop driving

wedges and start building a community of lifelong learners. Parents need to take back their

schools by actively attending school board meetings and helping their elected school

officials establish 21"t century priorities in public education.

I urge parents and teachers to help the school board oftrustees focus the education of

Helena youth on core disciplines: Math, Sciences, Reading, Writing, Engineering,

Technology. Suspend the soft-curricula-at least until Helena youth can compete

internationallv.
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